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MINES, INDUSTRY REGULATION AND SAFETY — 
2021 RESOURCES SECTOR AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.09 pm]: I rise to inform the 
house of the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety’s Resources Sector Awards for Excellence. On 
30 September, I had the great pleasure of presenting these awards, which recognise innovation, leadership and 
outstanding achievements in the mining and resources sector. 
For 30 years the Golden Gecko Awards have recognised environmental excellence and showcased best practice 
and innovation. Gold Fields Australia and EDL won the Golden Gecko Award for their Agnew Hybrid Renewable 
Microgrid project in Leinster, Western Australia. The Agnew Hybrid Renewable project provides a blueprint for 
remote operations and communities worldwide to transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy. 
The Dandjoo Darbalung program won the Community Partnership Resources Sector Award for its support of Aboriginal 
students in regional Western Australian communities. The program provides holistic support to Aboriginal students 
for their tertiary studies while encouraging and nurturing their cultural identity. It is the largest Aboriginal residential 
program in Australia and is supported by St Catherine’s College, IGO, AngloGold Ashanti, Sandfire Resources 
and Barminco. The Agnew Hybrid Renewable project and Dandjoo Darbalung program are examples of going 
above and beyond to ensure the best outcomes for local communities and the environment. These projects set new 
social and environmental standards and are an example of why Western Australia is one of the best places in the 
world to do business. 
The DMIRS Resources Sector Awards for Excellence are about sharing knowledge within our state’s mining 
and resources sector. The awards encourage resources companies to be responsible and aware of their duties in 
environmental stewardship and their need to work hand in hand with the communities in which they operate. On behalf 
of the McGowan government, I congratulate the winners of the 2021 DMIRS Resources Sector Awards for Excellence. 
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